17 Human Development Index 

How can people's wellbeing be calculated? Is it important, or even possible, to compare human wellbeing?

Film
The miniature Earth
www.youtube.com/watch?v=fA6MhyK60iI
Film
Human Development Report 2007/2008: Climate change and human development 

http://hdr.undp.org/en/reports/global/hdr2007-8/videos
Currently the most widely used indicator for development is the Human Development Index (HDI). Like all averages, the HDI conceals disparities in human development in individual countries and does not take into account other important variables, such as inequality. A new version of the HDI – the Inequality-adjusted

Human Development Index or IHDI – is a measure of human development that takes into account societal inequality. Under perfect equality, the IHDI is equal to the HDI; but it progressively falls below the HDI as inequality rises. 

Linking the Ecological Footprint and (I)HDI enforces the conclusion that the majority of countries with high (I)

HDI have improved the well-being of their citizens at the expense of a large footprint.

The Ecological Footprint and the Human Development Index

The following table shows the Ecological Footprint and the Human Development Index of countries. You find updated figures on www.gapminder.org
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(HDI) is an indicator of people’s well-being, while the Footprint is a measure of the demand on the biosphere. The HDI is calculated on the basis of three parameters: life expectancy, literacy and education, and per capita GDP (or rather purcha-sing power). The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) considers a value of more than 0.8 to be “high human development”. 

Successful sustainable development requires that as a minimum (and on average) the world meets these two criteria, with countries moving into the blue quadrant. 

Sustainable Development is to create welfare (HDI) within the available Ecological Footprint area.

Website
Gapminder giving a fact-based world view

www.gapminder.org
Website
Trendalyser - allows users to explore how statistics relating to various ecological and quality of life factors interact. 

www.footprintnetwork.org/en/index.php/GFN/page/trendalyzer
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